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BOOKS  written  by  John  Afgill  Efc 

**  A  N  Ar£ument  concerning Tranflation.   Price  12  . 

Tx.     2.  The  Jgre  Dlv'mo  of  the  Houfe  of  Hannover.  6  i 

3.  An  Eflay  for  the  Prefs.     1  d. 

4-  Mr.  i4£/jrs  Defence  on  his  Expulfion  from  theHouf 
of  Commons.     12  d. 

5.  Extraft  of  all  the  Afts  of  Parliament  for  fettlin 
and  fecunng  the  Hannover  Succeflion,  fyc.  Being  a 
Apology  for  an  Omiflion  in  a  late  Publication.    3  d. 

6.  The  Pretender's  Declaration  abftraaed  from  tw 
anonymous  Pamphlets :  one  intitled,  Jm  Sacrum  i  th 
other,  Memoirs  of  the  Chevalier  De  St.  George.     6  d. 

7.  The  Succeflion  of  the  Houfe  of  Hannover  vindicated 
againft  the  Pretender's  Second  Declaration  in  Folio;  in 
titled,  The  Hereditary  Right  of  the  Crown  of  England  offer* 
ed.     1 2  d. 

8.  The  Pretender's  Declaration  from  Plombters  17 14 
enghfh'd.  With  a  Poftfcript  before  it,  in  relation  to  Dr 
Lejk/s  Letter  fent  after  it.     3  d. 
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THAT  there  fhould  be  a  Reftraint 
upon  the  Prefs,  feems  a  Matter  of 
Neceflity  :  But  the  Manner  of  it, 
a  Matter  of  Debate. 
The  Ufe  and  Intent  of  Printing,  is  (the 
fame  with  that  of  Preaching)  for  communi- 
cating our  Thoughts  to  others* 

A  a  And 


r4)  I 

And  there  is  equal  Reafon  (in  it  felf)  foij 
fuppreffing  the  one  as  the  other. 

But   this  Communication  being  the  natui : 
ral  Right  of  Mankind    (as    fociable  Crea 
tures,  and  all  embark'd  in  one  common  Sal 
yation)    the  fuppreffing  of  either   of  thefel: 
is  taking  away  the  Children*  Bread. 

And  in  this  Communication;  Printing  i 
more  diffufive  than  Speaking. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  GofpeJ,  for  calling 
the  Gentiles,  the  Spirit  of  God  interpreted 
the  firft  Preaching  of  it  to  every  Auditor  k 
his  own  Language. 

And  fince  that  miraculous  Communication 
of  it  hath  ceas'd, 

It  pleas'd  God  in  his  own  Time  to  have 
diftated  to  Man  the  Invention  of  Printing^ 
to  fupply  the  place  of  it. 

By  which  what  is  at  firft  publifh'd  ipl 
one  Language  only,  is  made  intelligible  tcl 
all  others  by  Tranflations. 

And  tho  feveral  Errors  have  and  will  be 
vented  by  the  Occafion  of  this  Invention  ;i 
this  is  no  more  an  Argument  againft  the  In-fi 
vention  it  -elf,  than  the  growing  of  Taresp 
among  Wheat,  is  an  Argument  againft  fow-B 
ing  of  Corn. 

Nor  any  .nore  a  Reafon  for  fuppreffing  itl 
by  a  Law,  than  it  would  be  for  fhuttingp 

up! 
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p  the   Church-Doors,    becaufe   Hypocrites 
roud  into  the  Church  with  true  Worlhip- 

»ers. 

Whenever  the  Sons  of  God  came  to  pre- 
snt  themfelves  before  the  Lord,  Satan  would 
)ftle  in  among  them,  and  prefent  himfelf 
iefore  the  Lord  alfo. 

And  yet  we  don't  hear  that  they  quitted 
heir  Devotion  upon  it. 

And  as  Satan  ufed  our  Saviour  himfelf 
3: 

t   Have  not  I  chofen  jou  Twelve*  and  one  of 
m  is  a  Devil. 

So  it  will  be  to  the  End  of  the  World. 

Wherefore  to  me,  the  Clergy  of  the  Church 
f  England,  in  admitting  their  Auditors  to 
he  Sacraments  without  any  perfonal  Exa- 
mination, feem  more  Orthodox  with  that 
landing  Rule,  Let  every  Man  examine  him- 
Uf,  than  the  Minifters  of  thofe  Diffenting 
Congregations,  that  firft  put  each  Commu- 
nicant to  a  Teft  of  Experience  ;  there  being 
•10  fuch  Teft  neceflary  in  the  Churches  of 
sJod. 

•  Nor  are  they  thereby  fecure  of  what  they 
intend,  (to  have  none  among  them  but  true 
[  klievers.) 


(  6  ) 

A  Hypocrite  will  ftand  and  (It,  and  kncj 
and  pray,  as  the  People  of  God. 

And  I  am  apt  to  believe,  that  upon  fuc 
a  Teft,  the  Pharifee  by  giving  himfelf  I 
many  diftinguifhing  Charaaers,  might  hail 
had  Admiflion  ;  and  the  poor  Publican,  th<: 
had  nothing  to  fay  for  himfelf  to  God  < 
Man,  but  Lord  have  mercy  upon  me  a  Sinner 
might  have  been  excluded. 

And  as  by  the  common  Rules  of  Juftio 
'tis  better  ten  Guilty  efcape,  than  one  Innc 
cent  fuffer  : 

So  in  common  Charity  among  Chriftian. 
it  is  a  lefs  Error  to  admit  ten  unworthy,  tha 
to  exclude  one  believing,  Communicant. 

And  by  the  like  Rules  both  of  Juftice  an 
Charity  to  Mankind,  'tis  fafer  to  fuffer  te 
Errors  to  be  vented,  than  one  neceflar 
Truth  conceaPd. 

For  Man  is  not  bound  to  embrace  the  Ei 
rors;  but  'tis  at  his  peril,  to  come  to  th 
Knowledg  of  the  Truth  in  Matters  of  Sal 
vatiofl. 

When  Virgil  (by  RefleSion  on  his  ow 
Works)  finding  fome  things  imperfeft,  ha< 
devifedthem  to  the  Flames,  the  Roman  Em 
peror  ftrain'd  a  Point  of  Law  to  preferv 
them  from  that  Sentence. 

Frangat/t\ 


(7  ) 

FrangAtur  Legum   porius  vemranda    Po- 
tefias. 

RAtber  thAn  Maro  fljAll  in  Fire  burn, 
Let  Laws  themfelves  be  CAlt  into  the  Vrnm 

All  which  is  hinted  as  Reafons  againft 
reftraining  the  Prefs,  by  fubje&ing  it  to  a 
Licence 

And  the  Project  of  a  Tax  upon  it,  feems 
mpra&icable. 

But  the  prefent  Licentioufnefs  being  chief- 
ly occafion'd  by  concealing  the  Names  of  the 
luthors : 

The  moft  juft  and  natural  Remedy,  feems 
py  prohibiting  the  Prints  without  the  Names 
I  the  Authors  to  them. 

As  the  Prefs  is  now  ufed,  it  is  a  Paper- 
nquifition;  by  which  any  Man  may  be  ar- 
aign'd,  judg'd,  and  condemned  (ay,  and 
iroad  Hints  given  for  his  Execution  too) 
without  ever  knowing  his  Accufers. 


If  this  be   obje&ed    to,  as  an   imperfeft 
Lemedy ;     for    that,  notwithftanding    this, 

ings    may   be    clandeftinely   printed   and 
ifpers'd  : 

So  they  may  under  the  Reftraintby  Li* 
^nce. 

No 


(  8  ) 

No  Prohibitions  of  human  ^aws  can  t< 
tally  extirpate  the  Evils  prohibited,  but  fen 
only  to  reflrain  the  frequent  Commiffion  < 
them. 

When  Men  have  once  taught  their  Beaf 
to  refrain  trefpaffing  upon  their  Neighbou; 
Lands, 

Then  may  they  expeft  to  teach  their  Fe 
low-Creatures  to  ceafe  from  Sin. 

In  the  mean  time,  they  muft  content  then 
ftlves  wiih  driving  the  Offenders  into  Corner, 
(as  they  do  their  Cattel  into  Pounds.) 
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